
The University of Calgary’s Certificate in Sustainability Studies provides a unique opportunity for undergraduate students 
to explore and experience different aspects of Sustainability Studies through new models of thinking and applied research. You 
will gain the knowledge, skills and exposure to the real-life scenarios needed for a career in sustainability. The Sustainability 
Certificate consists of four required core courses and two sustainability-focused elective courses that are embedded in your 
chosen degree program; elective selection is designed to fit your individual program requirements, but in a way that allows you to 
explore your interests and career goals.

The core courses begin with foundational sustainability principles, practices, challenges and opportunities in both an historical 
and contemporary context. Throughout the certificate you will apply foundational principles to complex social, ecological and 
sustainable design problems through research and experiential learning. Using systems models, design thinking, and quantitative 
and qualitative methods, you will learn how to work in teams to find solutions to complex sustainability problems at local, 
regional and global scales. Class sizes are small, course content is cross-disciplinary and you have the opportunity to engage 
directly with both sustainability problems and with faculty and expert practitioners who work on sustainability and resilience 
problems across the globe. 

The first program of its kind at the University of Calgary

The Certificate in Sustainability Studies is based on an innovative experiential learning model that you can easily add to most 
capacity building to tackle challenging issues society faces today. 
I increased my confidence and collaborated with other like-minded 
students who used innovative thinking to approach and understand 
various topics within sustainability such as food insecurity/security, 
ecological footprints, biomimicry design, food waste, etc.

— Niko Casuncad 2018 Certificate in Sustainability Studies Graduate

1. Note: students pursuing a degree in Law, Nursing, Social Work, Undergraduate 



Developing Sustainability Leaders

Graduates of the Certificate in Sustainability Studies develop the necessary skill set to become sustainability leaders after 
graduation. Students will:

•	 Develop foundational knowledge of sustainability theories and concepts;

•	


